il VR EE PN I T

I 9 it A= (1)

T R R

RE MERTEENE
ﬁ\ .@_— 75\ H' i 1
T TRISEG6HIH

E# -BHEE=R

T R R R RN

£:Dr. Barbara Molina Kooker's
Commencement SPeech =+« swwreermereaeauns 2
@FROD ) — T -y TERBHE reoreeovnns 4
@) — T IS DEFIB eerrereeeeneeresnenss 8
DHBEN (LD
D.Craig Wi”cox ................................. 9
CER AFEERAFBEL DNT e 10

rHRE 7 5 SR 80 P B A

@A%ITS
| O FREE TR - ver e 17
BRI TUIEL et s 12
SRS T IR T 13
@B (DIEE] »veererseresrorsisrsressssinnsesssssrassas 15
REANDAVE-Y
=D)L GFE@ET -7
f?#ﬂﬂﬁiﬁ@ﬁﬂ% ....................................... 16

B T T P R T L L R R R R E r




L

#P*‘f%%i%%% E#ﬁm

--------------------------------------------------------------

Nl BAF (2)

--------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. Barbara Molina Kooker's
Commencement Speec E '
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Governor Inamine, President Ueda,
Dr. Higa, faculty, honored guests in
the audience, and distinguished
graduates.

I am pleased to greet yvou today on
this sclemn occasion marking the
recognition of wyour passage into
professional nursing.

In recognition of the cooperative
agreement that we have between
our educational institutions, [ bring
greetings and warm aloha from
University of Hawai’i President
Dobelle, University of Hawai'i at
Manoa Chancellor Englert, and the
faculty of the School of Nursing
and Dental Hygiene.

I am most honored to be here to-
day on this auspicious occasion of
the first graduating class of your
baccalaureate nursing nrograrm.

And, I would like to join your
friends, loved onesg, and colleagues
in extending to you hearty congrat-
ulations.

You arc the standard bearers for
the idcals of scholarship, leader-
ship, service and fellowship - ideals
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tc which many students aspire, but
few are truly able to achieve as
yvou have.

At this point, let’s take a few mo-
ments and give (hose who have
supported vou through this prccess
- parents, family, significant others,
pets, friends and colleagues with a
round of applause.

I also would like to acknowledge
those who have mentored you
through this learning experience.
Would the distinguished and dedica-
ted faculty please rise and be rec-
ognized with a round of applause.

I want to be sure you understand
that vou are the brightest and the
best in Okinawa in our discipline.
By completing vour educational
program, vou are part of an elite
subset of the nursing profession.
In Hawaii and the United States,
only about 33% of registered
nurses have bachelors degrees.
You have a responsibility as the
educated in our socjety to use your
knowledge, to share it, to add teo it,
and to give back to the community
that has made it possible.
Recognize vour level of knowledge
and never forget the gifts you
bring to vourself and to others
through being a nurse. You arc the
nurse of yvour family, your f[riends,
vour community. It's a big respon-
sibility and a great honor, onc to
carry proudly.

In closing, I'd like to read a short
passage entitled "To the nurses of
the world" by John Wayne Schlatter
published in Chicken Soup for the
Nurse’s Soul.

And, once again, congratulations.
Thank vou.
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Passage adapted from
"To the Nurses of the World" in
HRPFOF—ZA

Chicken Soup for the Nurse's Soul
by John Wayne Schlatter -

You champions of encouragement, you are so
much more than you know.

You have never let what you could not do,
stop you from doing all that you could do.

You are salespeople; your briefcases are filled
with a product called hope.

You are explorers, knowing that once you
have gone as far as you can see, you will still
go farther.

You are singers spreading the melody of
consideration.

You are lawyers making a case for life.

You are authors helping others add more
pages to their book of memories.

You are comedians dispensing the medicine of
laughter.

You are magicians creating real miracles that
inspire patients and families.

Like King Arthur and Joan of Arc, you arc
warriors battling against the villaing of
negativity,

For no onc can practice our profession unless
they already posscss boundless courage, a
brain brimming with wisdom, and a hcart
filled with love.

You are living proof of the best of human
kind. And I welcome you whole heartedly to
our proud profession.

John Wayne Schlatter
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EDUCATION FOR
NURSING LEADERSHIP
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RN, PHN, FAAN, PhD, Hon DSC
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I was born in Vancouver, Canada but
moved inland to Calgary where T spent
my youth surrounded by prairie wheat-
fields to the East and the towering snow-
capped Rocky Mountains to the West. Win-
ters were spent outdeors playving ice hock-
ey where temperaturcs sometimes drop-
ped to 40 degrees below zerol At universi-
ty I studied medical anthropology and
community health. During graduate school
I began work as research assistant on a
joint research project between University
of Toronto and University of the Ryukyvus
on nutritional and other lifestyle factors
associated with exceptional longevity. I
first came {c Okinawa as a summer re-
search student on this project in 1994
with a small grant from the Medical Re-
search Council of Canada and that’'s when
I first joined the Okinawa Centcnarian
Study research team.

In 1996, in order to continue my docto-
ral studics, T returned to Okinawa as a
Mecnbusho scholar where 1 was based in
the School of THealth Sciences at Universi-
ly of the Ryukyus. In 1999, while in the
process ol completing my doctorate I was

recruited as full-time lecturer for Okinawa
Prefectural College of Nursing. The prefec-
ture explained to me that they needed a
scholar who was a native speaker of Eng-
lish, had Japanese language skills, and had
the abilily to teach health scicnce related
English (o nursing students-—I seemed Lo
be the perfect candidate!

In 2001, I finally submitted my doctoral
dissertation to University of Toronto, and
along with my twin brother, Bradley, and
Dr. Makoto Suzuki, published a book about
my experiences studying centenarians in
Okinawa as well as a fow findings from
the study and how they could be used to
improve the hcalth of pcople anywhere.
Called "The Qkinawa Program" il was algo
published in Canada, Ilolland, New Zeal-
and, Korea, China, Brazil, and Turkey and
soon, Japan as well. In appreciation of our
rescarch efforts on behall of Okinawa pre-
fecture Governor Inamine personally
thanked me in a meeting last year. 1t felt
good to be finally giving something back
to Okinawa afller all I had received and I
plan to continue my effgrts’ on behalf of
the prefecture and this college [or many
yvears to come!

Which brings me to my final point, that
is, I cannot over-emphasize the importance
of learning English in an increasingly in-
ternational world. Without English lan-
guage skills as a means to communicate
cross-culturally one cannot hope to play a
role in today’s international sociely. 1 do
encourage both students and faculty to de-
velop their English skills and offer my
help in any way I can to help to facilitate
this process. As a native spcaker of Eng-
lish with a background in health sciences T
am in a unique position to centribute to
our elflorts at internationalization, educa-
tion and research at this college. Please
feel free to drop by my office at anv time!
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