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Municipal and Geographical Classification of the Remote
Islands in Okinawa Prefecture and the Direction
of the Development of Community Care System for Elderly
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Abstract
Purpose: The purpose of this study is to identify the problems to solve for development of community care sys-
tem by the viewpoints of “public support”, “mutual support” and “self support” in remote islands in Okinawa
Prefecture. For this purpose; we reassure the community characteristics, not by the inferiorities, but by the
superiorities of the island and try municipal and geographical classification of them.
Object: 39 remote islands are designated by “Okinawa Special Measures for Promotion and Development” (Dec.2000).
We removed the islands, which are connected to other islands by bridges, which have less than 10 inhabitants or
only one elderly inhabitant. The objects are then 27 remote islands which belong to 24 municipalities.
Design: We made “The Questionnaires of The Care and The Actual Conditions of Elderly, and Infrastructure”.
We distributed the questionnaires, and asked to answer to them to the all isolated island municipals' person in
charge, in the period from January to February, 2001.

Results and Discussion: 1) The superiorities that were grasped from the community characteristics include: The
nature of narrowness, isolation and solitary also mean the ease in which community comprehension and informa-
tion exchange can take place, and also mean the possibility for development of community care. The strength in
“mutual support” means the capability of application of material and human resources; the weakness in “publi
¢ support” can be reinforced by multilateral application of talented people; the weakness in “self support” can
mean the necessity of individual self-help. When we redefine the inferiorities as superiorities, “difficulty” turns
into “capability”; not “inferiority overcoming type, but “superiority progressing type” of community care system
becomes possible. 2) Municipal and geographical classification of the Remote Islands in Okinawa Prefecture, and
the problems in development of community care system: DThe task of “one island-one municipality type” is the
expectation for “public support”. @The task of “plural islands-one municipality type” islands is the expectation
for “mutual support” ®@The task of “one island-plural municipalities type” is the reinforcement of cooperation
system between the municipalities in the island. @The task of “adjacent island” is the expectations for the re-
sources out of island. 3) The results of the classification of remote islands suggest the diversity of development
of community care systems. It is important that to attach importance on the “mutual support”, besides “publi
¢ support” and “self support”, which mirrors the community characteristics, for the development of the commu-
nity care system for elderly.

Key Words: remote island, elderly, community care system, classification
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