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mprovement in the method of assessing elderly individuals with
dementia with an emphasis on the strengths perspective : efforts
based on collaboration with ward nurses

Saki Eiguchi ” , Akemi Ohwan > , Masayoshi Sakugawa ”

Abstract

Purposes: This study aimed to reveal the present status and tasks in perception and assessment of elderly
dementia patients in ward nurses, and to develop a more comprehensive method, incorporating the strengths
perspective, in this assessment.

Methods: This study used the participatory action research approach. Four nurses working at Hospital B
participated in four meetings to discuss the status of assessment, perception of elderly dementia patients,
and tasks and measures. Data contained in verbatim reports and discussion materials of the meetings were
examined. More precisely, information collected at the time of hospital admission of elderly dementia patients
were examined to reveal the current status of assessment, and then, perception of dementia patients and
tasks in assessment were quantitatively analyzed using an inductive approach.

Results: Nurses perceived “disease conditions and status of dementia patients” and “dementia patients as
care receivers” . Seven tasks in assessment extracted were: “inaccurate information provided by dementia
patients themselves” , “not incorporating the strengths perspective” , “inconsistency in methods used for
information collection” , “not knowing assessment tool as a whole” , “insufficient information sharing among
professionals” and “not using Gordon’ s Functional Health Patterns Assessment Tool in assessment” .
Conclusion: Participants learned the strengths perspective, and found tasks collaboratively. Collaboration
with ward nurses will encourage sharing of current tasks, and making efforts to move from the status quo to

the ideal state, thereby solving problems.

Key words: strengths perspective, elderly dementia patients, comprehensive assessment, collaboration
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